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WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
CABINET PLANNING AND PARKING PANEL – 10 DECEMBER 2020 
REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

INTRODUCTION OF WAITING RESTRICTIONS IN VARIOUS ROADS, ESSENDON, 
HATFIELD 

1 Executive Summary 

1.1 This report sets out the proposal to introduce waiting restrictions in various roads 
in Essendon, Hatfield, including a summary of objections and recommended 
course of action.  

2 Recommendation(s) 

2.1 “THE BOROUGH OF WELWYN HATFIELD (VARIOUS ROADS, ESSENDON) 
(RESTRICTION OF WAITING) ORDER 2020” 

The Panel consider the one objection received in 4.1. Having considered issues 
in this report including any proposed mitigating actions; recommends to Cabinet 
to proceed with the creation of the traffic regulation order. 

3 Explanation 

3.1 The Parking Services team have previously (2018/19) consulted with residents in 
this area on possible parking restrictions. At that time, it was identified that no 
restrictions were necessary due to concerns it would displace vehicles, with no 
suitable alternative parking provision. However, it was recommended to introduce 
double yellow lines within 10 metres of junctions to highlight Highway Code 
Roles, which is a standard offering as part of all recent parking reviews.  

3.2 At the same time, Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) confirmed that they would 
start to enforce the bus layby as residents were using this as unofficial parking 
spaces.  

3.3 The Parking Services team worked with HCC to identify whether a temporary bus 
stop or alternative bus route would be feasible. It was agreed to introduce an 
Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO) to enable better access for buses 
through the village. This comprised of double yellow lines within Church Street 
and West End Lane to a greater extent to what is now proposed, with no 
provision for parking overnight or on a Sunday on West End Lane. Unfortunately, 
due to unforeseen circumstances, the lining wasn’t put down, with exception of 
the bus stop cage.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

3.4 The Parking Service Team received a number of objections to the ETRO, 
including: 

 Reducing the length of yellow lines to allow further parking provision. 

 Giving further parking provision on West End Lane on Sundays for the 
church and outside of bus service operational times.  

 Some residents highlighted access issues in evenings in West End 
Lane where parking on both sides of the road was prohibiting vehicles 
from accessing driveways or the road itself. 

3.5 On 14th October 2020 a public Notice of Intent proposing “The Borough of 
Welwyn Hatfield (Various Roads, Essendon) was advertised in the Welwyn 
Hatfield Times.  

3.6 Notices were erected in the length of roads affected (Appendix A) and letters 
posted to properties within the village. Plans illustrating the proposals for the 
Order are attached to this report. See (Appendix B). 

3.7 In summary, this includes: 

 Introduction of double yellow lines (no waiting at any time) on sections 
of road as shown in Appendix A and Appendix B. 

 Introduction of single yellow line (no waiting Monday to Saturday 7am to 
7pm) in West End Lane as shown in Appendix A and Appendix B. 

4 Objections  

4.1 There is one objection pertaining to the proposed restrictions in Church Street 
and the surrounding area (Appendix C). 

4.2 The objection is of considerable length, and below is a summary of the main 
grounds of objection and Council justification: 

  



 Objection  Justification 

1 “The bus sometimes finds it difficult, and sometimes 
impossible, to negotiate the section of Church Street directly 
in front of the church’s lych gate up to a point where the road 
begins to widen sufficiently to allow the bus free passage. 
The only solution to this is to extend the double yellow lines 
from the war memorial along the WEST side of Church Street 
to a point just north of the lych gate.” 

The double yellow lines proposed near the war memorial will 
replace existing single yellow lines that are currently in force 
between 8am and 5pm Monday to Saturday. The double 
yellow lines will remove instances of the bus or any other 
large vehicle coming across an obstruction on the war 
memorial junction after the single yellow lines expire at 5pm. 

 

2 “the new proposals to reduce the amount of unregulated 
street parking in this locality poses a real threat to all who 
have depended on street parking for decades and who will 
continue to depend on it as long as they live, work, exercise 
or worship here.” 

Extending the double yellow line throughout Church Street on 
the western side would reduce the parking provision between 
the existing single yellow lines and the lych gate. Reducing 
parking provision is a point the objector states is 
unacceptable. Officers will monitor any comments bus 
company or refuse collectors put forward to us to see if any 
further measures may need to be considered. 

 

3 “Where is the COMPELLING argument to impose double 
yellow lines at the two splayed junctions, namely Church 
Street and West End Lane and West End Lane and 
Essendon Hill?” 

Church Street junction with Essendon Hill and junction with 
West End Lane, as with others, have been identified as 
requiring double yellow lines to ensure the free passage of 
vehicles while also ensuring visibility is optimum. This is also 
formalising Rule 243 of the Highway Code; not parking with 
ten metres of a junction. Visibility is not consistent from one 
vehicle to another. Double yellow lines are proposed on 
junctions to reduce the risk of harm to road users and 
pedestrians and damage to property.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

4 “If the council insists on protecting every junction, as shown in 
the new proposals for Essendon, and seeks to support its 
argument for doing so on the grounds of road safety, it has to 
extend that argument to every such junction in the borough. 
Not to do so implies that Essendon is some kind of exception, 
and if so, the council has a duty to explain why junctions in 
Essendon pose a greater risk than anywhere else in the 
borough” 

Any recent of new parking scheme contain double yellow 
lines at junctions and is a standard offering in each parking 
consultation. For example, Salisbury Village, a scheme at the 
same stage as Essendon, includes junction protection.  

 

5 “All in all, the new proposals to reduce the amount of 
unregulated street parking in this locality poses a real threat 
to all who have depended on street parking for decades and 
who will continue to depend on it as long as they live, work, 
exercise or worship here.” 

The amount of unregulated parking being removed in the 
proposals in Church Street and West End Lane during the 
daytime is approximately two to three car lengths. This is 
directly upon a junction where parking should not place in line 
with the Highway Code (stipulating parking should not take 
place within 10 metres of a junction). Overnight parking has 
been reduced by an additional ten car lengths where the 
width of the road does not allow for parking on both sides of 
the road, driveway access needs to be maintained, or where 
parking on a junction should not be permitted. Only one 
objection was raised during the recent formal objection stage 
which indicates other residents may not share the same 
concerns at this stage.  

 

6 ‘The local forge has taken on additional staff… the nearest 
available parking is in Church Street.’ 

We have had no contact from the Forge about these 
proposals, though we believe there is off-street vehicle 
access and parking at the Forge which may be used by their 
workers or customers. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

7 Single yellow lines. “This facility is now going to be restricted 
to just a short stretch of West End Lane and nobody will be 
able to park on the single yellow line until 7pm. Anyone doing 
so will have to move the car by 7am.” 

The extended times of the single yellow line is to reflect that 
the public bus service visits the village just before 7am, and 
the last bus is close to 7pm. The bus company have given 
feedback in the past that the earlier and later buses are the 
ones most likely to be delayed or withdrawn due to parking 
taking place on the single yellow line before 8am or after 5pm 
as the times currently are. The bus company highlighted the 
narrow section of West End Lane as the biggest bottleneck of 
the “triangle”. The upgrade of times will enable better bus 
access, but still allows overnight parking as an overspill for 
residents and on Sundays to enable worshippers extra 
parking for church. One side of single yellow is proposed to 
be moved to double yellow to ensure there is continued 
vehicle access along the road at all times and to enable 
householders who are fortunate enough to have driveways to 
be able to enter and exit, rather than parking an extra vehicle 
on the highway as they cannot enter or exit.  

 

 

  



 

5 Legal Implication(s) 

5.1 TROs are created under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. Consultations 
follow a statutory legal process as set out in The Local Authorities' Traffic Orders 
(Procedure) (England and Wales) Regulations 1996 (and amended by The 
Traffic Orders Procedure (Coronavirus) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 
2020). No other legal implications are inherent in relation into the proposals in 
this report. 

5.2 The Council can amend proposals once advertised, as long as they make the 
scheme less restrictive. This can be done without having to re-advertise the 
Traffic Regulation Order. 

5.3 Through the Agency Agreement with Hertfordshire County Council, Welwyn 
Hatfield can implement restrictions on any road and links in with Road Traffic 
Regulations Act 1984 powers to make certain Orders.  

6 Financial Implication(s) 

6.1 The cost of TRO works and relevant advertising of proposals recommended in 
this report will be funded through existing Parking Services revenue and capital 
budgets. 

7 Risk Management Implications 

7.1 Changing the parking conditions in the above mentioned roads could generate 
negative publicity. Some parking may be displaced into nearby roads where no 
restrictions exist.  

7.2 It is standard procedure to monitor new parking restrictions for the first 6 months 
after any are implemented. During this period all reports of safety issues or 
parking displacement will be recorded. If any significant safety issues are 
discovered during the monitoring period, Parking Services will investigate and 
carry out the appropriate remedial action. 

8 Security & Terrorism Implications 

8.1 There are no security & terrorism implications inherent in relation to the 
proposals in this report. 

9 Human Resources 

9.1 There are no known Human Resources implications in relation to the proposals 
in this report. 



 

 

 

 

 

10 Communication and Engagement 

10.1 When making any changes to parking restrictions there is a statutory consultation 
process set out in the Local Authority Traffic Orders (Procedures) (England and 
Wales) Regulations 1996 (and amended by The Traffic Orders Procedure 
(Coronavirus) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2020) which the Council 
needs to adhere to. This includes consulting directly with all affected parties and 
a number of statutory consultees, such as the Police and Hertfordshire County 
Council.  

10.2 In addition, Public Notices are required to be erected within all roads affected and 
advertised in the local newspaper, in this case the Welwyn Hatfield Times. 

10.3 Ward and County Councillors have been consulted and no objections have been 
received regarding these proposals. Essendon Parish Council have also been 
consulted and is supportive of the proposals to enable better highway access, in 
accordance with installing the yellow lines befitting to a conservation area.  

10.4 This process has been carried out and there are no known implications in relation 
to the proposals in this report. 

11 Health and Wellbeing 

11.1 There are no known Health and Wellbeing implications in relation to the 
proposals in this report 

12 Procurement Implications 

12.1 There are no procurement implications inherent in relation to the proposals in this 
report. 

13 Climate Change Implication(s) 

13.1 There are no climate change implications inherent in relation to the proposals in   
this report. 

14  Link to Corporate Priorities 

14.1 The subject of this report is linked to the Council’s Corporate Priority Protect and 
Enhance the Environment, and specifically to the achievement to Deliver 
Effective Parking Services 

 Protect and enhance the environment and deliver effective parking 
services; 

 Engage with our communities and provide value for money 
 

15 Equality and Diversity 

15.1 I confirm that an Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA) has been carried out.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

15.2 The EqIA found that there is potential for a negative impact on age, pregnancy 
and disability. The double yellow lines will prevent road users from parking which 
may cause some motorists to park further away from their destination. Parking 
Services believe that the benefits gained from double yellow lines far outweigh 
any drawbacks as it enhances the safe navigation of the highway for all. 

15.3 Blue badge holders are however allowed to park on double yellow lines without 
a loading prohibition for up to three hours provided it is safe to do so without 
causing an obstruction to traffic.  

15.4 During the monitoring period (7.2) should any unintended negative 
impacts arise Parking Services will, where possible, investigate and carry out the 
appropriate remedial action.  
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